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were not made public but in every country the per
man productivity decreased as the war grew older.
You can say that it was due to war strain if you like,
but the only fact of interest in this connection is that
as wages inere^sed^^                                       de-
creased, although perfecting of machine methods
may have increased gross production, and in America
it did. But the effect of increasing wages and de-
creasing production was further to add to the infla-
tion of values which is always the companion of war.
The governments had unlimited credits and they
, poured unlimited purchasing powers into markets
which had not their usual supplies of ordinary com-
modities. Prices shook off their shackles and went
a-soaring.
The worker found very quickly that his dollar,
shilling, franc, or mark was not what it seemed to be
and of course that aroused his resentment, for there
are very few people who have the slightest idea what
money really is. If they receive something which is
said to be money and it does not turn out to be worth
face value, they immediately want to start trouble.
It is easy for an agitator to convince them that their
money has been depreciated by some capitalistic
trick to avoid the payment of high wages.V